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India’s constitution does not guarantee a
right to privacy, nor does the country have
a data protection law to guard against the
misuse of personal information. But the
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personal space and privacy. Passenger lists,
including name, gender and age, are posted
on the outside of train cars. Students’
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“We are culturally trained to say, ‘It is not taboo
about me.’ But now public discussions
about privacy are beginning to come up
every time there is an attack on it,” said
Ponnurangam Kumaraguru, an assistant professor at the Indraprastha Institute of
Information Technology in New Delhi who is conducting a survey on Indians’ perceptions
of privacy. “What is changing is that Indians are beginning to demand privacy protection
for the information they share digitally, even though they are still not able to articulate a
demand for privacy within the families and communities.”
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“Life in the Egyptian Army often seems to
resemble a Boy Scout Jamboree more than a front-
line battle station..." nyti.ms/1mgMOgC

a TV appeal -- all is free-and-fair in the MCC-
conducted by TV news networks targeting politicians; secretly recorded cellphone videos of violation game?
ordinary people as well as celebrities; and the release of taped phone conversations,
usually involving politicians, corporate lobbyists, journalists and businessmen.
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Party Chief's Downfall a Central Act in Tiananmen
Drama nyti.ms/1sCozAu

. . . . On voting day, AjayRai wears a badge, Modi gives
In recent years, a flurry of developments has raised concern. They include sting operations m

Stung by the income tax department’s tapping of his phone conversations with a lobbyist,
influential businessman Ratan Tata told the Supreme Court in November 2010 that his
right to privacy had been violated and asked that the broadcast and publication of the
conversations be stopped.

A year ago, lawmaker Rajeev Chandrasekhar proposed a law to strengthen privacy laws
that would seek to protect people from being “blackmailed or harassed or their image and
reputation tarnished” by the misuse of digital technology.

b7: 5| WorldViews

“Every individual has the right to a private life, and anyone seeking to abuse that must be :

brought to account in law,” said Chandrasekhar, who is waiting to discuss his bill in
parliament. “The laws must keep pace with changing technology and social norms.”

The Post's Foreign Bureaus
Even a government program to collect biometric and personal details of more than 600
million Indians by 2014 — and link the database to welfare programs, banks and hospitals
— has come under a cloud after a parliament panel and activists questioned the exercise
in the absence of an effective privacy and data protection law.

The government also is working to integrate 21 databases — including information on
taxes, travel, and Internet and phone use — into a national intelligence network. But
critics say the country lacks the means to regulate intelligence agencies and protect
citizens’ rights.
View all correspondents by bureau

But perhaps the biggest concern here is government surveillance of ordinary citizens.

Not unlike in the United States after the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, India has undertaken a
massive overhaul of its surveillance capabilities since attacks in Mumbai in November
2008. India has bought a variety of interception equipment, officials say, and has given its

intelligence agencies unlimited powers to bug phone calls and e-mail.

Last week, Mumbai officials announced that they plan to blanket the city in London-style
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surveillance by adding 6,000 new cameras to the existing 400.
“We understand we need it for security, but they will be collecting horrendous amounts of
data about our lives,” asked N.S. Nappinai, a Mumbai-based lawyer who favors making

the government privacy bill tougher. “What will they do with it? Who will keep it? And for
how long? Are we going to be policing the police all the time?”
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